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New York Theatre Diary 


American Gothio- Circle in Square 11/10/63. Fourth esasen ef eveteseful dow 
town arena theatre apens with Vietor Wolfson's adeption of his own novel “The Lonely 
Steeple" With Clarice Blaakburm..,Sabrina Fair- National 11/11/83, Playwrights Co 
presents a new play by Samuel Taylor about an American girl who finds re-adjustment 
difficult after 3 years of Paris life. Margaret Sullavan stars with Joseph Cotton, 
Cathleen Nesbitt, John Cromwell and Luella Gear. Dgrected by E.C. 
de Bergorac-City Center 11/11/53. Jose Ferrer's firet production. Limited Two Weeks. 
With Arlene Dahl, Ralph Ca&anton and Paula Laurence, Ferrer directs, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Solid Gold Cadillac- Belesco 11/5/53. Oheers for Josephine Hull in the new 
George Kaufman-Howard Teichmann comedy were recorded by all the daily NY critics, 
Only Atkinson, Times, vetoed the production as not half funny enough for such a 
fine actress and lady. "Pro" votes were split into 2 camps, News,Mirror, Journal- 
American and World Telegram & Sun aisle-sitters had no reservations, the soript was 
as good as the excellent cast, Kaufmen's direction as fine as Max Gordon's product- 
ion.e While Kerr,Herald Tribune, and Watts,Post, filed milder notices, feeling that 
Hull triumphed over an uneven script. The “con' voto of the Times man,on the other 
hand, listed it is a graceless,random satire which nentions a lot of funny ideas 
without developing them, Several of the critics expressed in print tht they frankly 
are in love with Miss Hull. 


Kind Sir- Alvin 11/5/53. Sole "pro" notice filed on Josh Logan's production of 
the Norman Krasna oomedy with Mary Martin and Charles Boyer was from Colemen,Mirror. 
Slightly naught but amiably nice,he rated it. Critic agreed that script wasn't much 
in litereture. His colleagues who panned the scrint, but not the players, went much 
further. They listed script as dismal,pretentious, smile the all star cast and staff 
was, they agreed, wasted. Spasmodically entertaininzg,was the kindest words Atkinson, 
Times, could find. Barren frolic,added Kerr,Herald Tribune, who congratulated those 
wise’ enough not to buy advance tickets, Isn't gay and sophisticated,noted Chapmen, 
News, Feeble antic worth no one's effort, reported Watts, Post; Laéks heart,wit,and 
lightness,commented Hawkins, WI&S. Prententious and dismal script,wrote MoClain, JeAm 


Trip to Bountiful-Miller 11/3/53 . Majority of critics enjoyed Lillian Gish’ 
and/or Horton Foote’s play presented by the Theatre Guild. While Coleman,Mirror, 


end McClain, Journal American, dissented fearing that Gish fine acting failed to 

save scanty soript. The play, Foote's adption of his own NBC TV television script, 
was rated as a fine job by Chapman,News, and Hawkins, WT&S. Former noted that he 
has a fine sense of humor, a true eye for character and a good ear for talk, 3 re- 
viewers okayed evening's entertainment becaise of Gish, and inspite of a weak script, 
They were Atkinson,Times, Kerr, Herald Tribune, md Watts,Post. Times critic believes 
this portrayal is Gish's masterpiece, Kerr found soriot tenuous and repetitve in its 
opening and closing acts. Several critics suggested that story must have bean better 
in its one hour TV form, but that onstage it seemed padded, 
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1 YVillege Theatre 


Robert Ryan will star in Coriolams,the 
second of 5 productions at Phoenix.Open- 
ing date of second show is Jan 14..eFuture 
plays of Artists Theatre playing Tues & 
Thur at Amato include Fire Exit by V R 
Lang Jan 26-28, Escurial by M.da Ghelder- 
ode Mar 2-4 and Tithonus by Jemes Merrill 
April 13-15. Membership data from John 
Myers 206 E 53,NYC PL 9-1621. 


"No Angels" production of What's Up, a 
new musical presented at Provincetown, was 
panned by Rosenberg,Post, and Jess,Var- 
iety, as simply poorly done in the music 
and writing departments. Pat Hale was 
noted as an attractive performer by both. 


The Wedding Present, Ken Parker's new 
play presented at Royal, 83 E 4,won a mild 
pro notice from LDK,Women's VYiear, First 2 
acts show Parker's talent for illuminating 
dialogue and lucid character drawing, though 
third act solution is involved.Well cast, 


’ Off Broadway ' 


World of Sholom Aleichem has paid back 
its investors in full, Show now has an 
advance sale of ¥50,000.seVaugh-James pro-~ 
ductions will present Shaw's The Simple 
ton of the Unexpected Isles in Late Nove 
a e DavenporteeeHome of the Brave is 
being presented at Hudson Gui W 27 
thru Nov 2leeeS plays written and directed 
by Harold Heagy will be presented on @ 
repertory basis by Enez Coover at Gellen- 
dre Studio, 59 W 67...Sound of the Goose 
a new play by Nicholas Biel,opens the oF 
season of Columbia Theatre Associates Nov 
18-21.e.New Dramatists Committee presents 
God Had Seven Days , a new play by Henry 
MWisrock Nov 14-17 at American Acadany of 
Dramatic Arts, 245 W 52, Invitation only. 


Othello, presented by Shakespeare Guild 
Festival Company at Jan Hys,was lauded as 
a first rate production by dPF,\iane' silear, 
Earle Hyman was cheered in the lead,while 
most members of cast were praieeds 


Vaudeville 


Palace resumes stage show bill of 8 


actSese"Lights Up" is new revue at Music 
Hall. 


1 Theatre Record Comments * 


Add more pro notices for Decca's 
Merman-Martin "Ford Show" disc from 
Abel, Varies ty, Tidleon, Times. Latter 
tabels it one of the higher high spcets 
of TV which remains unique and excit- 
ing in its transfer to records. 


"John Brown's Body" released by Col-" 
umbia was okayed by RP,Times, and Abel, 
Variety, as a fine reproduction of the 
stage version with Raymond Massey and 
Tyrone Power. 


* Theatre Book Comments ' 


"Kiss Me Kate" printed version(Knopf) 
features a neat introduction by Sam & 
Bella Spewack,rates Abel,Variety.It is 
sométimes even better reading than play 
ing,editor notes. 


"Sardi's" by Vincent Sardi and Richard 
Gehman,marked as a gentle,if slightly, 


sugary toast to the theatre by Mane;, 
Times, 


"Shaw and Society( Odhams) was rec- 
ommended by Fay,Manchester Guardian. 
Book réprints 3 Fabian Memotial lec- 
tures, including Benn Levy's ideas on 
Shaw the Dramatist. 


CD Services ' 


THEATRE NEWSLETTER- weekly digests NYC 
theatre news,reviews,comments. Drama 
books, records. Critical reports,ticket 
reports, Ideal gift 52 weeks a year for 
every "“stage-struck" fan,student,etc. 
$10 year, $12.50 foreign,$25 for 3 yrs 
includes free Martin-Merman LP disco. 


REVIEW REPORTS- Analysis of NYC daily, 
weekly reviews. Theatre,films, LP re- 
cords. $1 per back title, Send check 
or money order, 


BROADWAY IN BRIEF- a week end syndicated 
NYC theatre column. Summary of Broadway 
facts,nlus news of local people in NYC 
entertainment 
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Green Roem Nosny rant 


NO EXIT..eDeciding what we can do without is one of the major tasks of life,explains 
Bentley,New Republic. This chore can be performed quite rationally. Thus just 
as he could explain why he shall not read the next novel of Steinbeck, he 
could also detail why he did not see Red Rainbow, Late Love or Carnival in 
Flanders. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Bob Alda received a cheer from Gardner, Herald Tribune, for hav~- 
ing the intergrity to return $200,000 to backers rather than risk losing the 
money on what he decided was a weak script for Herald Square...Gentl Does Tt 
opening temperature was hot enough,campla ns Variety, to meit a homicicai 
maniac's heartesesQuite a few present day playwrights could improve their crac\~- 
smanship by studying Aroher's "Playmaking" suggests Durling, Journal ‘merica::: 


NATHAN OFF BROADWAY...Certain NY reviewers have lately been eloquent in expounding 
the theory,points out Nathan, Journal American, that the hope of the theatre 
lies in the Off Broadway productions. He dissents. In the last © years 
he believes that these Off Broadway theatres have offered next to nothing cf 
any real critical value, This includes End As A Mans 


COLUMN TIPS,.eCommunists have taken over Equity, Sullivan hears.e.eLongacre dressing 
rooms have been robbed, reports Walker.,.Opening nights will switch baok to 
8 40 FM starting times, predicts Lyons, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES..eIt is possible to turn @ play with bad notices into a hit, 
Clurman, Nation, told WMCA Maxine Keith, if you can get them into theatre 
to enjoy the play...NY drama critics were condemned by F. Hugh Herbert,author 
of & Girl Can Tell, for not reporting that first night audience enjoyed playe 
Show, he claims, has 312 solid laughs, Mcrehouse,wT4S wag informed. 


NOTHING NEW..eLooking through theatrical history, Burr,Playbill, concludes that 
even the strongest supporters of scenery-less play production can not callit 
a new fangled whimsy, Elizabethan inn-theatres, both the Greek and Roman open 
air theatres, ami the No-plays of Japan were all operated without scenery. 


* Broadway TV Theatre ' 


JANE, which the Theatre Guild presented adapted fran a ‘'.S , Maugham tale. 


on Feb 1, 1952 at the Coronet, will be Critics split on plays merits with 
presented by WORTV "Broadway TV Theatre" Times ,News Mirror and World Telegram 
Nov 9-13 with Marjorie Gateson and Bert & Sun men enjoying it as a bright, 
Lytell, Broadway production of the S.N, well acted comedy. Atkinson,Times, 
Behrman story of an elder relative's liked lst act only. Post critic liked 
young romance featured Basil Rathbone, Srd act,but not enough to okay play. 
Edne Best and Irene Browne, Story was Kerr,Herald Tribune, found it thin 


on invention after a funny ist act, 


’ Pros & Cons by TAK ' 


Theatre fans are evidentally a differ- buying the most perfect possible product. 
ent breed of animal, In no other field of But he is usually satisfied that it is 
commerce do the customers demand a perfect the best obtainable at the price, If 
product every time they make a purchase, more people bought theatre tickets the 
Most times the purchaser knows he isn't same way,more people would be going to 


and enjoying the fun of theatre~goinge 


The success story of the year,of course is Take a Giant Step, Louis Peterson's 
tender,humorous pley. Six of the eight daily WY oritics were in support of it, but the 
public failed to buy tickets. A display ad chiding theatre fms to see the "hit™ be- 
fore it closed resulted in a healthy advance sale. This week in the face of poor 
notices from all but 2 of the NY daily reviewers, A Gjrl Can Tell staff made up its 
own "quote." “Funnier than ' Moon Is Blue", the ad reports. And the source is a 
man who should know, F.Hugh Herbert, the author of both shows, ' 


Plays 


Escapade, which was due tp epen Nev 12, has been postponed a week or so due to 
iliness of Roger Livesey, - husband of star Ursula Jéans. Brian Ahern will 
play the role, while Mr. Livesey has returned to Engl andes Props of Sprig closed 
closed after 15 performances..eSherlock Holmes folded after performances... sSpan- 
ish theatre company starring Alenjandro Ulloa plays at Broadhurst in 10 plays in 
Spanish starting Nov 16...Ambitious repertory program planned by Miranda d' Aycona 
and Audrey Hilliard for the Greenwich Village Theatre de Lys folded after the first 


week of playing Knight of Burning Pestle and Moon in Caprioorn. 
People 


Annabella will appear in Dear Cherles...Vernon Rice, NY Post drama editor,has 
resumed his column after a recent 11 MesseeeDon McLaughlin replaced Bartlett Robin- 
son in South Pacfic, latter taking role in Presoott Proposals. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Othello, starring Orson Welles, will be released by United Artists..."Don Juan 
in Hell” film rights have been taken by Gabriel Pascal,while same producer has drop 
ped plans to film “The Millionsiress",..William Saroyan is working on Warner picture 
"27 Wagonloads af Cotton"...Background shots of NY for film version of “Sabrina Fair" 
were made by Audrey Hepburn and Humphrey Bogarts.eeCole Porter has signed an MGM con- 
tract to do @ musical film next year for Fred Asteiire. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Stratford Festival" by T,C, Kemp and J C Trewen, has been published by 
British Book Center..."The Women of Greek Drama” by Sherman Plato Young has been 


published by Exposition Press..Maude Adams biography being prepared by Phyllis 
Robbins. 


Theatre Radio & TV Notes 


CBS Stage Struck devoted Nov 13 to feature story and interviews on 100th anniv- 
ersary of Players Club..."Future of NY Theatre" was disoussed on CBS TV An Eye on NY, 
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